The Race for Raton Pass
Reading #2
Raton Pass, on the New Mexico-Colorado border, was eyed as the natural gateway to New Mexico by both the Santa Fe and its narrow-gauge rival, the Denver & Rio Grande, then building south through Colorado.

In the race between the two railroads for Raton Pass, William Ray Morley, chief locating engineer for the Santa Fe, explored and mapped the pass in 1877 in the guise of a sheepherder, working unnoticed under the very eyes of Denver & Rio Grande survey crews. But who got the pass hinged on who started construction first.
The race was climaxed on March 11, 1878 after Denver & Rio Grande officials intercepted a Santa Fe telegram telling of plans by Santa Fe to seize and hold the pass. Within hours, crews from both railroads were rushing to Raton Pass in hacks or whatever conveyances they could find.

Morley and his Santa Fe crew arrived at midnight at the home of Richen Lacy (Uncle Dick) Wootton astride the toll road he operated through Raton Pass. They found a dance in progress at the Wootton home with much music and merrymaking.
Learning at 2:00am that a Denver & Rio Grande construction crew was entering the pass to start grading, Morley handed picks and shovels to Uncle Dick and all his guests and they ran out of the house and started digging.
They were all hard at work when the Denver & Rio Grande crew arrived on the scene. Raton Pass belonged to the Santa Fe, by right of prior construction.
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